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SOCIAL SECURITY ISCRITICAL TO ECONOMIC SECURITY FOR WISCONSIN SENIORS,
NEwW DATA SHOW

M adison—As the debate over Social Security heats up throughout the nation, new data shed light
on the pivotal importance of Social Security benefits to older Wisconsin residents.

The dataare found in Social Security in Wisconsin at a Glance, afact sheet released by the Center
on Wisconsin Strategy (COWS) and the Washington, D.C.-based Economic Policy Institute (EPI).

According to the data, 62 percent of Wisconsin seniors who receive Social Security depend on their
benefits for at least half of their income. Fully 25 percent rely on Social Security for at least 90
percent of their income.

“Socia Security benefits are absolutely vital to preserving a comfortable standard of living for
Wisconsin's elderly citizens,” said Joel Rogers, director of COWS. “Without these resources, we
can be sure that many older residents of the state would be in avery precarious economic position.”
Other key findings for Wisconsin:

« Nearly 930,000 people in Wisconsin receive Social Security benefits.

« Thefederal government spends $9.2 billion in Socia Security in Wisconsin.

« Without Socia Security, 45 percent of Wisconsin residents age 65 and older would have
incomes below the poverty line.

« Fivepercent of al Social Security beneficiaries in Wisconsin are children.

Social Security in Wisconsin at a Glance is available on the Internet at www.cows.org.

More information about Social Security is available from EPI at www.epinet.org/social security.
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